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HOPE Services� Kids� CafØ, located inside 
the Children�s Discovery Museum, 
received commendation from the City 
of San Jose for its leadership e�orts in 
modeling Zero Waste Practices, and 
helping the city achieve its Green 
Vision Goal of Zero Waste to Land�ll.  
The City of San Jose�s Environmental 
Services Department has been working 
with the Children�s Discovery Museum 
throughout the past year to initiate a 
zero waste program.  Vicki Yoshihara, 
Kids� CafØ manager, embraced the 
challenge.  The Kids� CafØ switched to 
compostable food service-ware, imple-
mented a three-bin �ecostation� for 
guests to sort their waste, and began 
looking at waste reduction across the 
CafØ.  The program�s waste reduction 
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Kids’ Café Wins Waste Reduction Award

Until age 39, Michael Wasserman�s 
color of choice was black.  If black 
paint, markers or pencils were unavail-
able to him, he had no interest in art.  In 
2001, shortly before his 40th birthday, 
Michael suddenly discovered color. In 
the course of one week the talented 
artist painted eight pieces, including 
�Soda� featured here.   

Michael�s works in color have been 
displayed at several high-end venues, 
including an invitation-only reception 

e�orts have resulted in an 81% diversion for all cafØ waste, a very low 2% contamination 
in their food waste/organics collection stream, a signi�cant reduction in single serve 
packaging, and an extraordinary sta� education and public outreach program.Nick Estigoy, a participant in HOPE Services� 

Monterey Community Employment Program, 
was quiet and shy when he �rst began work-
ing with the Seaside City Crew as a substitute 
a year and a half ago.  Since then, Nick has 
transformed from an unassuming Clark Kent 
persona to that of �Super-Subman� says Neila 
Saccullo-Filice, HOPE Services� Community 
Employment Program Coordinator.  Nick has 
worked hard and is respected by his work-
mates as a team leader, she says.

When Nick was �rst hired to work as a �oating 
substitute for HOPE�s landscape crews in the 
Monterey area, he had never worked outside.  
�Nick was unsure if he could handle working 
outside everyday.  However, as he quickly 
learned his job duties, Nick discovered he likes 
working by the ocean,� states his supervisor, 
Ray Halcon, HOPE Services Job Coach.

 �I like working as a �oater,� Nick happily 
reports, �and everyone likes me. I like working 
on the di�erent crews but I like being with the 
Seaside crew the best.� During the course of 
his workday, Nick cuts weeds and ice plant, 
picks up litter, and helps keep the grounds of 
Sand City, Seaside, and the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium Research Institute groomed.

“SODA” Painting Donated by Michael Wasserman

in the lobby of MasterCard International in St. Louis, Missouri.  The event, �Colors of 
Michael�s Imagination,� was hosted in recognition of National Down�s Syndrome 
Month.  Michael�s work was also featured at an art auction sponsored by the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Missouri where his painting titled �Grilled Cheese� sold for $1,800 to 
bene�t United Way of St. Louis.

In 2007, Michael and his family moved to Aptos and he enrolled in HOPE Services� 
Aptos Seniors Program.  The program has encouraged Michael to pursue his interests 
in arts and crafts, community involvement, music, exercise, and other healthy activities. 

On June 14th, Michael�s �Soda� sold for $400 to bene�t HOPE Services Santa Cruz.  
Enthusiastic auction bidders competed for his painting at Take a Bite for HOPE, an 
event held at Rancho Soquel, home to Robert and Bjorg Yonts. 

An Evening with HOPE Services Half Moon Bay
October 1 - 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Enjoy a light dinner and compelling presentations about our services in Half 
Moon Bay.  By reservation only, 408-284-2867 or bkrueger@hopeservices.org.  
For sponsorship opportunities please contact Wil Lacro at 408-284-2842 or 
wlacro@hopeservices.org

For more information about HOPE events, visit www.hopeservices.org

San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed presents HOPE�s Kids 
Cafe Manager, Viki Yoshihara, with a commenda-
tion for its leadership in Zero Waste Practices.

Mail a contribution with the enclosed envelope 
Donate on-line at www.hopeservices.org 

Donate quality used clothing and small household appliances. Free pick-up 
service and drop-o� sites. Call 1-866-636-6283 or visit www.hopeservices.org

Ways to Give

Seaside City Crew 
Member Celebrated



Your Help Builds Hope!
HOPE Services would like to thank the 
following supporters that either gave or 
pledges gifts of $2,500 or more from May 1, 
2009 � June 30, 2009. 

For 57 years, HOPE has been working to 
help individuals with developmental 
disabilities gain access to their communi-
ties as valued members.  Our ability to do so 
would be impossible without the support 
of our community partners.  It takes a 
special kind of person to recognize that the 
strongest community of all is one that 
welcomes and embraces all of its members.  
Thank you for making a di�erence in the 
lives of our clients!  
~ Sue Landgraf, 
Vice President Resource Development

Anonymous- 1
Columbia Foundation for MRC
Barbara and Paul Gentzkow
Knights of Columbus Council 11804
Marchese Family Foundation
Monterey Peninsula Foundation
William Prusch Jr. Trust
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
United Way of Santa Cruz County
United Way Silicon Valley
United Way Monterey County

Space limitation prevents us from listing every 
donor, but each gift is deeply appreciated by 
the individuals we serve.  

Charitable Lead Trusts
Do you want to leave an inheritance to your children and also make 
a substantial gift through your estate?  If so, a charitable lead trust 
may be the ideal method to achieve your objectives.

When you create a charitable lead trust, the initial interest is distrib-
uted annually to HOPE Services for either a predetermined number 
of years or for the duration of your life. After that, the assets of the 
lead trust can either be passed on to your bene�ciaries or returned 
to you. 

If the assets are to be returned to you, you will receive an income 
tax deduction at the time of the trust�s creation.  If the assets are 
passed on to your heirs, any state or gift taxes on the value of the 
gift are reduced or completely eliminated.

A charitable lead trust may provide either a �xed �annuity� 
payment or a variable �unitrust� payment to HOPE Services. Low 
interest rates make the annuity payment an attractive gift option 
as more assets may be passed on to your heirs.

To �nd out if a charitable lead trust is right for you, contact Wil 
Lacro,  wlacro@hopeservices.org or 408-284-2842. 

Serious budget challenges are, without a doubt, immensely di�cult to handle. However, even some of the 
greatest �scal challenges hold potential for positive outcomes.  

You are most likely very aware of the State of California cuts in funding for agencies serving people with 
disabilities.  The bottom line is that HOPE experienced resource reductions of more than $1.5 million 
dollars from our various public sources! 

In spite of the severe cuts, HOPE has refused to move backward; sta� has found creative ways to continue 
existing programs and even add some vital new programs. HOPE remains committed to seeing that our 
clients receive the supports and interventions they need to live a ful�lling life. 

President’s Message

During these challenges HOPE has stayed focused on �nding creative ways to connect our clients with community life. We continue 
to believe that employment is the most powerful strategy for community membership.  We have transitioned most of the clients from 
our work activity centers in Santa Cruz and Hollister into community-integrated work opportunities. Other numerous ways for our 
clients to participate positively in their communities include increased activity outside of our facilities in many of our day programs.  
We are always seeking new opportunities for community participation; your ideas and support are always greatly appreciated.   

In spite of severe belt-tightening, HOPE�s Early Intervention Programs for babies and young children, our Supported Living Programs 
for adults, and our programs for seniors continue to provide the services needed. Our mental health services continue for people with 
developmental disabilities who also have behavioral health challenges in their lives. 

HOPE has solidly maintained its commitment to our consumers and their families since our inception in 1952.  Despite the current 
dismal �scal picture being painted in California, there are still exciting things happening at HOPE.  Your support continues to be a very 
highly appreciated key to our success.  Thank you most sincerely!

The HOPE Services Float won �rst place at 
the San Benito County Horse Show on 
June 25.  The �Covered Wagon� themed 
�oat depicted the many services o�ered 
by HOPE�s Work Activity Program in 
Hollister.  These services include labeling, 
assembly, shrink-wrapping, and packag-
ing.  HOPE�s �oat won the top prize from 
among 80 contestants that included 
other �oats plus equestrians, color 
guards and other attractions.  David and 
Jesse Rice volunteered many hours work-
ing with HOPE Services clients in Hollister 
to construct the �oat, and local residents 
donated the trailer that pulled the 
winning entry.

Nearly 170 guests gathered for the �fth annual Rise and Shine Breakfast for HOPE 
Services at Santa Clara University in May.  Guests listened intently while HOPE family 
members shared intimate stories detailing the positive impact HOPE Services has made 
in their lives. Lorrie Toohey spoke about her brother, Dick, who entered HOPE Services� 
programs in 1975 and today lives independently and is self-supporting with a full-time 
job. HOPE Services Board Member Bill Palmer shared how HOPE Services� Day Activity 
Program in Half Moon Bay helps his son be an active participant in the community. Ron 
Wexler, a HOPE participant, shared his joy about his successful employment.   

Ron Wexler is one of the many hard working 
employees at HOPE Services. Ron has worked as a 
Management Assistant for the last two years, 
covering the reception desk when needed, order-
ing o�ce supplies and putting smiles on the faces 
of his colleagues and friends.  

Last year, Ron faced a serious challenge. Ron has 
depended on a wheelchair for mobility since 2003. 
The chair that he was so dependent upon began to 
fall apart. The armrest was constantly falling o�, the 
electronic box that controls speed and direction 

Support HOPE Services Through Clothing Drives
�

One of the important ways HOPE Services raises money is through donations of used cloth-
ing and household goods. These items are sold to thrift stores and the revenue raised helps 
all of HOPE�s programs.� Many Silicon Valley companies and schools �nd that holding cloth-
ing drives is an easy way for their employees and students to support the community and 
recycle clothing at the same time.� If you, a family member or friend  would like to hold a 
clothing drive at your company or school, we can help! It�s very easy, just pick  a two-week 
period and inform the employees and/or students.  HOPE does the rest.� We provide clothing 
barrels, donation receipts and information about HOPE.� HOPE also picks up this clothing at 
the end of the two-week period or sooner if necessary.� If you would like more information 
about a corporate or school clothing drive please contact Elizabeth Dorr at (408) 748-2874

was broken, the battery would not hold a charge and to make matters worse, Ron did not �t 
safely into the chair. Then the San Jose Mercury Newspaper published Ron�s story in the 
Holiday Wishbook.  Readers responded and today Ron has a new Bounder Delux Wheel-
chair.  Its features include an elevated leg rest and seat elevator, which allows Ron to access 
things without anyone�s assistance. 
 

�Ever since I have been in a wheelchair, activities of daily living have not been easy, but with 
the new chair I can accomplish simple life tasks and it has improved the quality of my life,� 
Ron says joyfully.

Fifth Annual Rise and Shine Breakfast for HOPE – 
Spanning the Years

This year�s Larry Schott Humanitarian Award 
was presented to Chris Gianola, a client in 
HOPE�s Community Employment Program, 
who consistently strives to support and 
assist others. Chris gives back to the 
community by helping other clients expand 
their horizons.  The Larry Schott Humanitar-
ian Award honors an individual whose 
character re�ects Larry�s dedication to 
helping those with developmental disabili-
ties.  Dianne and Gene Ravizza established 
the award four years ago in memory of 
Dianne�s brother Larry Schott, a longtime 
HOPE trustee who passed away in 2005.
Special thanks to Roger Barney, Foundation for HOPE Trustee Emeritus, and Paul Chris-
tensen, HOPE Board Member, for serving as Honorary Chairs and emcees, and to 
Roxanne Vane, former Chair of the HOPE Services Board of Directors, for presenting the 
award. Through the generosity of our event sponsors and many individual friends, the 
event helped raise more than $35,000 for HOPE Services� programs for individuals with 
developmental disabilities. 

Major Sponsor: Comerica Bank; Patron Sponsors: Heritage Bank of Commerce, 
Roger and Dottie Barney; Friend Sponsors: Gawlick Retirement Services, Inc., 
NEC Electronics America, Inc., Paul and Suzanne Christensen

Dreams Do Come True
Richard LaCorte, Brian Netzley, and Eva 
Dalton proudly display the HOPE Services 
Float in Hollister

HOPE Float Rises to the Top

Ron Wexler learns some of the new 
features of his Bounder Delux Wheelchair 
provided by the Mercury News Wishbook 
Program.

HOPE client Chris Gianola was this years 
recipient of the Larry Schott Humanitarian 
Award presented by members of the Schott 
Family at the Fifth Annual Rise and Shine 
Breakfast for HOPE


